
Merry Christmas, 

Every holiday season I watch one of my childhood favorites, A Charlie Brown Christmas. You probably remember it
well, Charlie and his friends are performing a Christmas pageant, and Charlie asks, “Isn’t there anyone who can tell
me what Christmas is all about?” 
 

Linus steps up, with the spotlight shining on him and recites Luke 2:8-14: 
 

    “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
     And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they
     were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
     which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
     Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
     manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
     Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
 

And then he says. “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.” 
 

A couple of things stand out about this 58 year old Christmas special that resonate with me. One is quite subtle but
you may have picked it up. When Linus gets to verse 10 he says “fear not” as he drops his ever present comfort
                                                    blanket. It’s as if, the good news of the gospel is more secure than what typically 
                                                         brings him comfort. 
 

                                                             Linus’s “fear not” moment reminds me of the many men and women who
                                                            have came to the Mission this year to enter into our program, and dropping
                                                            everything else that they have relied on to bring them comfort in life to pursue
                                                            a new way of life. 

                                                                 The other thing that stands out is the clear message of peace proclaimed 
                                                                 in the text. Peace on earth, good will to men is the message that we
                                                                  certainly need to be reminded of during the advent season. We do our
                                                                 best to keep it on our mind, we may even have the word peace hanging on
                                                              our tree, in our front yard covered in lights, or displayed on our walls. And
                                                            our pastors proclaim this peace in advent sermons leading up to Christmas. 

                                                          The world has a contrasting message for us that doesn’t take a break for the
                                                              holidays. We don’t have to look too far and we find that distress and conflict
                                                                   are proclaimed anytime we turn on the news.  We hear about wars
                                                                      happening on the other side of the globe and people being divided
                                                                                              politically over every issue under the sun. It seems as if
                                                                                                nobody is really looking for peace, at least the type of 
                                                                                              peace that it proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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GIFTS FROM THE HEART

Thank you for equipping us to restore lives in our community!

In Colossians 1:19-20 we find where true gospel peace comes from. “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the
blood of his cross.” 
 

This is where it all starts for us at the Mission, and for all of us really, with reconciliation with God, with peace by the
blood of the cross. And a very important way that we both show our love of God and experience His love for us is in
our relationships with self, others, and the rest of creation. This is why restoring relationships is at the heart of our
approach to poverty elevation.

This Christmas, keep us in your prayers as we aim to reach the lost and gather the reached that are living in
poverty to the point of homelessness in our community. Pray that they “fear not” and drop everything else that they
have relied on to bring them comfort in life to pursue a new way of life and maybe this year they will come to know
what Christmas is all about! 


