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BARTLETT CAMPUS

DONATE BY MAIL:
534 North Bartlett Street

Medford, OR 97501
541-772-2931

JACKSON CAMPUS
125 West Jackson Street

Medford, OR 97501
541-779-1597

DONATE ONLINE:
medfordgospelmission.org

PO Box 1172 Medford, OR 97501

We are funded by generous donations from people in our community, and we do not accept any federal, state, or local government funds.
 Also, we do we seek any funding that would restrict our religious liberties in any way.
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Friends of the Mission, 

This is the time of year that many people become sentimental
about our country. If you’re like me, you think about the
liberties you hold dear, like the First Amendment to the
Constitution. This amendment gives us the right to believe
what we believe, and to teach what we want to teach. It gives
us the right to not be caught up in the ever-changing ethic of
the day, and helps us keep a biblical ethic which is timeless.
 
So here is the question for you: How does what you believe
affect others in our community that think differently from you?

As Christians, God commands us to love God and our
neighbors. The Bible tells us what this love looks like. We
don’t define it, or we risk disobeying God. The Bible informs us
on how we should think and what we should do.

 When it comes to our ever-increasing homeless problem, how you think about it may
be drastically different from how your neighbor thinks about it.
 
As far as I can tell, there are only four ways to think about the homeless problem:
 
Optimistic: This is looking to the entitlement system to fix the problem. In short, it is
spending our way out of the problem. The optimist thinks some day we will build
enough housing for everyone that no one will have to camp on the greenway or in our
parks.

Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength...
Love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no commandment
greater than these.

~Mark 12:30-31~

Pessimistic:  This way looks at the optimist and says, “It’s never going to work!” The problem is, the pessimist doesn’t offer an
alternative solution. They are faced with living with the problem or finding another place that doesn’t have the same problem.
 
Delusional:  This thinking ignores the problem and acts as if the problem doesn’t exist.
 
Realist: This is a realistic view of what the problem is and a desire to work towards a solution. Realistically, the Mission has
developed its own system that works, and we attempt to work side by side with those in our community that have embraced
the entitlement system.
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GIFTS FROM THE HEART

Thank you for equipping us to restore lives in our community!

The problem in doing this is that you cannot work too long within their system before you realize the system itself works
counter to what you believe and what you value. So working within the system means we work alongside people that think
differently than we think. Appreciating them for what they bring to the table, realizing we may be solving a very different
problem, yet knowing we both care for people in a very different way.
 
Our differences really boil down to what we believe and what we value. We believe that God really saves, and when He
does, He changes lives. This is put forth in the Word of God and drives us to do what we feel we are called to do.
 
Our values on the one hand flow out of our beliefs, and they motivate our actions. The Mission values relationships,
empowerment, and transformation. It is these three values that help us work with others in our community while not
compromising our beliefs.

Do not be conformed
to this world, but be
transformed by the
renewal of your mind,
that by testing you
may discern what is
the will of God, what
is good and
acceptable and
perfect.
     ~Romans 12:2~

It is because of our core beliefs and values at the Medford Gospel Mission that for more than
60 years in our community we have been able to reach thousands of people and help bring
them out of hopelessness and despair.
 
As our community continues to change and the problem with homelessness increases, we
can look to a document written by our founding fathers almost 250 years ago that protects
our beliefs and operations.
 
More importantly, we can look to the Word of God, a much older and timeless document,
inspired by God Himself, that tells us what and why to believe as well as Who to believe.
 
May the Lord continue to strengthen us in our testimonies of joy and hope in theses chaotic
days.


